LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently Amended) An optical element fixing structure, charactorizod in 
that tho optical olomont fixing otructuro is an optical olomont fix i ng otructuro to fix an 
optical olomont oucli as a cryotai wliich compriGoo comprislno: 

an optical element liavinq a front surface, a bacl< surface spaced from the front 
surf ace such that an element thickness is at least partially defined therebetween, an 
outer peripheral edge e xtending between the front and back surfaces, and at least one 
slit spaced inwardly from the outer peripheral edge and outwardly of a working portion 
of the optical element t hat is formed inwardly of the at least one slit such that a fixing 
portion of the optical e lement is fonned between the at least one slit and the outer 
peripheral edge, the at least one slit extending into the optical element in an 
approximate direction o f the element thickness from along one of the front and back 
surfaces to a depth that is less than the element thickness such that the working portion 
and the fixing portion re main at least partially connected with one another: and, 

an optical element holder to fix and mount the optical element, in that tho optical 
elemont has ono or multip l e o l ito in tho thicknooo diroction in an outer edge part thoroof 
(which is present on tho optical olomont but outside a working ourfaco of tho optica l 
elom o nt and can bo uo o d as a portion to fix th o optical olomont to tho optical olomont 
holder; this applios also in tho fol l ow i ng), and in that the optical element holder-has 
including an inner circu mferential surface and depressing means-te-fi x for fixing the 
optical element by depressing at least one of the front surface and the back surface of 
the optical element along the fixing portion outside th e at least one sli t such that an area 
o f the other one of the front surface and the back surface outside the at least one slit is 
fixed against the inner c ircumferential surface and thereby reducing the propagation of 
deoresston-induced strai n in the working portion of the optical elemfint 

2. (Currently Amended) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 
1 , characterized in that the depressing means depresses only one gurfaco, whic h ic o no 
of ttie back surface and the front surface of the optical element. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 
1, characterized in that the depressing means-i s includes an elastic body attached to 
the optical element holder. 

4. (Cun-ently Amended) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 
1, characterized in that the planer shape of the optical element is any of a rectangle, a 
circle, an ellipse and a polygo n, such ao a trianglo, a parallologram and a hoxagon . 

5. (Currently Amended) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 
1, characterized in that the depth of the at least one slit has a depth js sufficient for 
preventing the propagation of-oRly depression strain of the optical element to the 
working surface of th e optical element. 

6. (Cun-ently Amended) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 
5. characterized in that the depth of the at least one slit has a depth which is not less 




than half the thickness of the optical element. 

7. (Withdrawn) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 5, 
characterized in that the slit is provided in both of the front surface and the back surface 
of the optical element. 

8. (Withdrawn) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 7, 
characterized in that the slit is provided alternately on the front surface and back surface 
of the optical element. 

9. (Currently Amended) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 
^ claim 1. characterized in that th e at least one sli t is a linoar structure extends between 
opposing ends with at least one end- of which i s being open to a side curfacc of th e 
optical olomont (which surfaco ic the s uf fece which conn o cto th o front ourfaco and th o 
back Gurfaco togothor; thio appiios also in th o following ) the outer peripheral edge of thfi 
optical element . 
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10. (Currently Amended) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 
9, characterized in that the optical element is in the shape of a rectangle and in that 
both of the opposing ends of the-stite at least one slit are provided in at loaot two 
locations of open to the oute r peripheral edge-part of the optical element, one slit for 
each location . 

11. (Withdrawn) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 9, 
characterized in that the optical element is in the shape of a rectangle and in that the 
slits are provided in at least two locations of the outer edge part of the optical element, 
multiple slits for each location. 

12. (Withdrawn) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 5, 
characterized in that the slit is in the shape of a circuit or a convolution, such as a circle 
and a rectangle. 

13. (Withdrawn) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 12, 
characterized in that the optical element is in the shape of a circle or an ellipse. 

1 4. (Previously Presented) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 
2, characterized in that the elastic body is a plate spring. 

15. (Currently Amended) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 
2_clajnnM, charactorizod i n that further comprising a base that includes opposing front 
and back surfaces, the elastic body is provided on- a the front surface of-a the base for 
fixing the elastic body, in that t he Har p fnr fivinj thn ningtic body ic provided inj c 
supported on a bottom part of the optical element holderjAgth,, and in that on the back 
surface of the bas e for fixing tho clastic body thoro is provided operativelv enaag ing 
adjusting mean s, which is capable ^_for adjusting the depression by the elastic body by 
up-and-down movements of the base relative to the inner circumferential surface for 
fixing the elastic bod y, in such a manner a s to piorco through tho optical olom o nt holder . 
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16. (Withdrawn) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 15, 
characterized in that the adjusting means is an adjusting screw and is provided on the 
back side of the elastic body. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The optical element fixing structure according to claim 
1 , characterized in that the optical element is a crystal for X-ray monochrometer. 

18. (Withdrawn) An optical element fixing body, characterized In that the optical 
element fixing body has the optical element fixing structure according to claim 1 . 

19. (Withdrawn) An optical element, characterized in that the optical element can 
constitute ttie optical element fixing body according to claim 18. 

20. (Withdrawn) An optical element holder, characterized in that the optical element 
holder can constitute the optical element fixing body according to claim 18. 
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